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University’s research profiling and networking platform 
https://www.scholars.northwestern.edu/

Northwestern Scholars - Overview

https://www.scholars.northwestern.edu/


Northwestern Scholars - Overview
• Public-facing portal
• Administrative backend

– Includes the data, configurations (e.g., what is or isn’t shown on the 
portal), data update functions, reporting

• Content populated from: sources of authority, and 
manually when necessary
– Person and organization data: myHR
– Grant awards (can be publicly shown): InfoEd; reports from Lurie 

Children’s Hospital and Shirley Ryan AbilityLab
– Research Output: Scopus and other import sources (e.g., PubMed) for 

publication data
– FSM faculty database for FSM faculty manually added-data

• e.g., education, research interests, research keywords, manually added 
publications not in Scopus or PubMed

– Manually added where necessary

• Runs on Pure software platform



Currently
• URIC: appears when myHR has at least one person with an 

appointment in the URIC
• Experts in URIC: only those with URIC appointments in myHR
• Grant awards of URIC: when the URIC is the managing 

organization in InfoEd
• Publications of URIC: associated only if an author’s primary 

appointment is in the URIC
• URIC collaboration network: reflects coauthors of publications 

associated with the URIC
• Research Concepts “Fingerprint”: system generated, 

performing data mining on publications and grants associated 
with URIC that have abstracts

URICs in Northwestern Scholars



Reason to add faculty “Members” for URICs
• Current URIC representation misleading - shows only 

faculty with official appointments
• URIC membership on faculty profile: visibility of URIC
• Increased visibility and “discoverability” of URIC as an 

organization, with more complete profile
• Provide URICs with ability to easily generate reports 

of faculty members and their publications for various 
uses (e.g., annual report, reporting to board, etc.)

URICs in Northwestern Scholars



Key Considerations
• Consistent across all URICs
• Portal usability and understanding by users
• Reasonably maintainable by URIC and 

Northwestern Scholars teams
• Provide as much value as possible within 

given constraints

Membership Configuration



• Confirmed Advantages and Process for 
Key Components

• Revealed constraints
– Adding Publications - issues

• Collaboration network issues
• Efforts required by URICs and Northwestern 

Scholars team

Pilot Testing



• Associate faculty members with URIC organization
– Affiliations will appear in URIC portal and on individual faculty pages

• Grant awards appear when URIC is managing organization
• Not add publications
• Turn off “Fingerprints” – avoid misrepresentation
• Disclaimer in description explains limitations of what 

displayed
• Centers not in myHR: will manually add to/retire from 

Northwestern Scholars as needed

Membership Configuration 
– Resulting Plan



• Increases visibility of URIC through 
Northwestern Scholars 

• Much better situation than what 
currently exists (only faculty with 
appointments)

• Defined faculty list in Scholars will 
make back-end reporting for annual 
report and internal needs easier

• Can be quickly accomplished

Advantages to URICs



• URIC will need to provide Northwestern 
Scholars team with:
– list of faculty members

• Updates can be made on a regular basis (annual report 
time) plus ad hoc updates when desired

• Will create Box folder for easy update notification

– Detailed URIC information for portal profile
• URIC description, address, link to URIC website, contact 

info
• Default if no description provided: will use short 

description on Office for Research URIC web page

Membership Configuration –
Process



URIC Portal Page - Current



URIC Portal Page – Future Example

Data in screenshot is for demonstration purposes only



Faculty Portal Page - Current



Faculty Portal Page – Future Example

Data in screenshot is for demonstration purposes only



Organization Hierarchy – Future Example



• We understand the desire to have 
publications included
– not feasible at this time due to capacity and 

resource limitations
• Will continue to explore solutions and have 

consulted with partners at other institutions 
to gather ideas for developing a sustainable 
workflow

Comments



• Proposed Timeline:
– January 25: need updated member list and profile 

information from URIC (ideally received sooner)
• If not received, will use last year’s member list and short 

description
– February 4:

• faculty members and profile updates made in Northwestern 
Scholars

• Standard report formats created for pulling reports for 
Annual Reports

– First week of February: report training and access to 
URIC designee for generating reports from NU 
Scholars

Implementation Plan



Contact

Ruth Allee, Director, Northwestern Scholars
r-allee@northwestern.edu , 847-491-8534

Northwestern Scholars Support 
nuscholars@northwestern.edu

Questions, comments, 
suggestions?
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